
Waipa Catchment News

Revitalising the waters of the Waipa River
The Waipa Catchment Plan sets a 20 year plan to support the 

restoration and protection of the health and wellbeing of the 

Waipa River, and the lower Waikato River. It includes actions to 

improve water quality, conserve soil, restore and protect important 

biodiversity habitats and meet iwi aspirations for these rivers. 

What’s new?
• A very high level of interest was shown in the two Waipa 

Catchment Plan drop in days held in late 2014. So much so that 

we are still following up with everyone who registered interest. 

Waikato Regional Council staff will be contacting you soon if 

they haven’t already.

• $1.5m from the Waikato River Authority has been approved for 

Waikato Regional Council led work over the next one to three 

years, providing that matching funding is approved in Waikato 

Regional Council’s 2015-2025 Long Term Plan. Funding will be 

confirmed in July 2015.  

• Proposed funding is for up to 70 per cent of the costs of works in 

Priority 1 soil conservation areas (Moakurarua and Kaniwhaniwha).

April 2015

Funding available now
Waikato Regional Council has funding available now to assist 

landowners wanting to undertake works to reduce soil erosion, 

protect waterways and forest remnants.

• Fencing out steep sidlings and gullies.

• Creating buffers zones to help capture sediment and dung before 

it ends up in your waterways (streams, wetlands or seeps).

• Fencing native forest remnants and wetlands.

• Planting native plants along your waterways or in retired areas.

• Planting poplars and willows on hillsides to stormproof your 

farm and prevent erosion.

• Planting a tree crop such as manuka for honey production 

or other exotic species for timber.

If you’re considering any of these works, we may be able to assist 

financially and with advice. Please contact Jo Nash or Paul Smith 

on freephone 0800 800 401. We also have access to competitively 

priced native plants, poles, contract fencers and planters. 

Remember every bit of work helps, so give us a call to discuss.

Waipa Catchment Plan developed 
with co-funding from
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Stormproof your property with pole planting
Don’t wait till after that storm event – proactive planting now can save you in the long run. Poplar and willow are ideal to plant on erosion prone hillsides 

as their extensive root systems bind and hold the soil in place. 

Poles can protect farm assets like fences and tracks prone to slip damage. They work as wind shelterbelts, reduce damage to watercourses, provide shade and 

shelter for stock, and can be cropped as timber. Poplars and willows produce useful stock feed, which can be an extra reserve during droughts.  For example, 

about 1.4kg of fresh poplar leaves maintain a ewe for a day.

Winter ( June, July and August) is the best time to plant poplar and willow poles. You need to plan which paddocks to plant, and how many poles they’ll take.

We can help you by:

Upcoming field days 

Kaniwhaniwha catchment field day, supported by DairyNZ

At Dennis and Felicity Ahlers’ property, 1120 Limeworks Loop Rd, Te Pahu. 

Tuesday 21 April, 10am-1pm followed by lunch. 

The day will focus on sustainable milk plans and farm planning, riparian 

planting, land stabilisation, what lives in the river, river management and 

funding assistance.

Please RSVP for catering purposes by Friday 17 April to   

vivienne.southall@dairynz.co.nz and be in to win one of 10 native plant packs.

Moakurarua catchment field day, supported by    

Beef + Lamb New Zealand

At Andre and Doreen De Haan’s property, 297 Bromley Rd, Honikiwi. 

Tuesday 12 May, 10am-1pm followed by lunch.

• providing free advice to help you plan, including how to choose a 

suitable species of poplar or willow, how many you need and how 

far apart the poles should be planted

• giving advice on how to plant poles

• arranging pole supply and protector sleeves

• in some cases, contributing funds towards the cost of erosion 

control plantings. 

Get your order in now. Contact Jo Nash or Paul Smith at Waikato 

Regional Council on freephone 0800 800 401 to find out more. We 

want to hear from you.

The day will focus on keeping your soil on your farm with content on farm 

planning, riparian management, management options for risk areas and  

funding assistance. 

Please RSVP for catering purposes by Friday 8 May to    

john.vosper@waikatoregion.govt.nz and be in to win one of 10 native plant packs.

For more information on either field day please contact   

John Vosper on freephone 0800 800 401 or    

john.vosper@waikatoregion.govt.nz

Want to know more about the   
Waipa Catchment Plan?

www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/waipaplan

Grant Blackie, Waipa Zone Manager, on 0800 800 401

Grant.Blackie@waikatoregion.govt.nz


